9 


1 


| 


He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 


— He bath triumphed ted phrinſy; ; the horſe and his rider 
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——0O wy ſoul thou bas raden down frength. | 


HESE words are a poetic ſtroke, in that di- 

vine ſong, ſung by Deborah and Barak. i 

The ſubject matter of which was a marvelous vic= _ 
tory wrought for Ilrael, in which the finger of 
God was apparent. The ſimilarity between their 
circumſtances and ours, in many thingy, is ſo ſtrik - 
ipg---the deliverance in both caſes ſo great the 
| viſibility of God's hand fo obvious---T hat ' where 
is the Chriſtian? Or where is the friend to his 
country, who can this day refrain from joining 
the chorus of theſe thankful ſongſters ? And from 
a ſpirit of gratitude to the divine author, - can he 
do otherwiſe, than addreſs himſelf in the language / 
of the propheteſs.--Q my ſoul thou haſt troden down | 
Prength. - L4 4 4% %% 


: The words in connection yith the context afford | 
2 us the following remarks. 9 


I. Earthly powers, are ſometimes ſuffered, ſa 
far to ſucceed in uniting againſt God, that they,” 
become ſtrong, . +>; . Feat 


II. Notwithſtanding their united ſtrengch yk 
| thall be troden down, | Fil 
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III. Such victories are matter of joy to every © 
friend of Zion. | 4+. 
I. 1 am to obſerve, that earthly powers are 


ſometimes ſuffered ſo far to ſucceed in uniting 
| againſt God that they become ſtrong. 


From the firſt apoſtacy of angels, war has been 
proclaimed between heaven and. hell. And not- 
withſtanding Satan with all his hoſt, - was routed 
in his firſt attack, and thrown headlong from 
heaven; yet his rage has not abated: but his op- 
Poſition has appeared in every poſſible way that 
ſubtilty itfelf could invent. In all ages of the world 
he has been working by his inſtruments, eſpecial- 
Iy by thoſe in power, to eraſe the very name of 
God's choſen from the earth.---The building of 
Babel is among the firſt of theſe memorable efforts, 
made by the powers of this world (through the in- 
ſtrumentality of Satan) againſt Jehovah. And ever 
ſince the confuſion of tongues, which proved a fi- 
nal interruption to their enterpriſe, the ſword hag 
been drawn, and this world has been a theatre of 
blood. And the quatrel, in all its various ſhapes, 
has for * ſubſtance been the ſame. It firſt began 
in the peaceful abodes of heaven; nor will it end 
till Gog and Magog, in their laſt attack, are van- 
quiſhed and plunged into hell, and the key turned 
once for all on the bottomleſs pit. God's churcà 
has, and ever will be the mark, at which the ar- 
F rows of their malice will be leveled. This is the 
figure, or allegory, to which the apoſtle Paul al- 


ludes; of which Iſaac and Iſhmael were memes 
Jects. 
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jects. The former, ſon of the free woman, was 
* perſecuted by the latter, ſon of the bond woman. 
| Theſe repreſented the two contending powers. 
The method for the church to maintain her ſu. 
premacy is clearly aſcertained in divine revelation z 
it is by a cloſe walk with God ; otherwiſe ſhe 
may expect to be reduced to ſervitude and brought 
under thoſe whoſe tender mercies are cruelty. Iſrael 
was warned of this by their pious leader, -who 
went before them into the promiſed land. Know 
for a certainty (ſaid he) if you fail in this condi- 
tion; that God will no more drive out any of theſe 
nations from before you : but they ſhall be ſnares and 
iraps unio you, and ſcourges in yeur fides, and thorns in 
your eyes, until ye periſh from off ibis good land, which 
the Lord your God bath ”_ you, And Iſrael is 
now brought to one of the melancholy periods 
in which the threatning is executed, They had 
ſinned and become ſervants te the Canaanites z by 
whom they were diſarmed, oppreſſed and treated 
in the crueleſt manner. Nor did their enemies, in 
the mean time, fail to improve the opportunity to 
ſtrengthen themſelves againſt a people, who had 
been ſo renowned in war, and who, as they fond- 
ly imagined, were finally reduced. For they had 
nine hundredchariots of iron, with anumerous army 
furniſhed with all the neceſſary implements of war. 


Thus did God ſuffer his enemies « ſtrengthen 
themſelves for theſe two reaſons : 


Firſt, That by ſcourging his people, he might 
recover them to their duty, bring them to Jean 
4 upon 


* 


CE) 
vpon him, and truſt in him, from whom deliverance 
atone could be obtained, F 


Second. To furniſh them, and the world, with 
ſufficient evidence, that the race is not to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſtrong: but that there is 2 
God, who, with equal eaſe, can work with, or 
without means, as it ſeemeth him good. And 
that whenever it ſnall ſerve the great purpoſes of 
his glory, and the real intereſt of his church, can 
bring about the greateſt events, by means which 
in themſelves appear wholly inadequate. Read 
the book of the] adges, or conſult the whole hiſto- 
ry of God's ancient church, and for the above- 
mentioned reaſon (which is frequently expreſſed) 
you will find their circumſtances ebbing, or flow - 
10g, in proportion tothe riſe or fall of their religion. 
And in the ſame proportion, will you find their 
enemies either weak or ſtrong, For it is God, 
that holds the balance of nationzl power in his 
own hands, and let their deſigns be what they may, 
he will ſerve his own purpoſes by them. Hence 
that addreſs to the Aſſyrian monarch, 0) Aſſyrian, | 
ihe rod of mine anger, and the flaff in ibeir band is 
mine indignation. I will ſend him againſt an bypocriti- 
cal nation and againſt the people of my wrath will I 
give bim a charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the 
Prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the ſtreets. 
Howbeit be meaneth not ſo, neither doth bis beart think 
ſo, but it is in bis heart to deſtroy, and cut off nations 
not a few, He had an intereſt of his own to ſerve, 
. however God's end ſhall be anſwered, 

| By 
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But here it may be enquired, when a people 


fray be ſaid to unite, and ſtrengthen themſelves 
againſt God? I anſwer, 


Firſtly, When they riſe in oppoſition to God's 
church, or covenant people. God then conſiders 
and treats the oppoſition as offered to himſelf. 
This was a crime of which the Canaanites were 
guilty; neither Iſrael's apoſtacy, nor God's de- 
fign to puniſh them, could in the leaſt juſtify that 
nation in taking arms againft them; for Iſrael as 
a people were in covenant with God: nor had 
the Canaanites the moſt diſtant idea of executing 
the divine purpoſe ; but the reverſe. In this te- 
ſpe& the war which the Canaanites waged with. 
Iſrael, differed from that which England has been 
levying againſt us. England came not againſt 
the covenant people of the Lord. We had no 
ſuch national covenant to plead, as bad the Jews: 
' for it is but a ſcattered few, in this vaſt continent, 
that can claim 2ven the viſibility of a covenant 
relation to God. And upon this footing, Eng- 
land, perhaps with the ſame colour of propriety, 
may fix the ſtigma on us, as we on them, and ſay, 

we have riſen up againſt the covenant people of 
the Lord. For they worſhip the ſame God and 
Saviour, and like us, what of them profeſs, pro- 
feſs the ſame goſpel covenant, 


Secondly, A people riſe in oppoſition to God, 
when the war they wage is unjuſt, for God is a 
God of juſtice, When there is not ſufficient 
grounds to draw the ſword, making juſtice the 


teſt, 


1 
tell, it is then drawn againſt God; and every 


drop of blood that is ſpilt, and mite of treaſure 
that is waſted, ſhall be charged to their account. 


- Thirdly, When a people invade the natural 

rights of mankind, they then riſe in oppoſition ta 
God. Liberty is the birthright of human life, 
chartered by heaven to-every rational creature, 
and without forfeiture, or conſent, no one has a 
right to take it from another, And although, ta 
anſwer the holy and wiſe purpoſes of heaven, a 
people may. be ſuffered for a ſeaſon, to ſucceed in 
this Kind of robhery, yet it ſnall prove biuerneſs 
in the end. a 


This leads me to obſerve, 


II. That notwithſtanding their united ſtrength 
they ſhall be troden down. For who bath barden- 
ed bim ſel f againſt God and bath proſpered ? Did that 
innumerable hoſt of angels, who were cloathed 
with might and glory, ſucceed in their attempt to 
dethrone Jehovah ? How eaſily did God blaſt 
their enterpriſe, and by the breath of his mouth, 
turn them all into hell? Did the builders of Ba- 
del go up with their fancied tower, when. God 
appeared in oppoſition to their defign ? To ſhew 
the perfect eaſe, with which God diſconcerts the 
wicked enterpriſes of men; he does not by a ter- 
rible earthquake diſorder its foundation, nor by a 
ſtream of lightning from heaven diſplace the ſtones 
that were laid in its towering top: but by an im- 
perceptable touch of his finger, upon the organs 
of ſpeech, their language is confounded, and _ 
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whole ſtheftie at once daſhed like the watry bub: 
ble; Did Pharoah proſper, when he ftrengthened 
himſelf to purſue Iſrael? What mighty atchiev- 
ment did he effect in that expedition, unleſs to 
prepare for himſelf and numerous hoſt a watry 
grave? Did Saul hit the mark, when he leveled _ | 
the javelin at David? Did he accompliſh his pur- i 
pole, when, like the huntſman, he purſued him 
om mountain to mountain? He was determined 
at the riſk of honour, juſtice, and every thing 
ſacred; to nullify that div ine prediction, which ſai 
David ſhall be king. But what did this royal 
worm effect, but his own ſhame and deſtruction ? 
Did the Midianites ſucceed, when they had raiſed an 
army to go againſt Iſtael, that for multitude was 
> like the fand, upon the ſea ſhare ? See Gideon 
marching againſt them with an army of thirty two 
ouſand and human reaſon could afford but lits 
tle encoutragement to Iſrael; when their numbers 
were ſo unequal; | But behold this army, no ſoon- 
er raiſed. and paraded for a march, than twenty. 
two thouſand, are diſcharged, Nor had the res 
maining ten thouſand advanced far towards the 
enemy, before nine thouſand and ſeven hundred 
have orders to return. We ſhould have thought 
the General beſide himſelf, and actuated by a ſpirit 
| bf the wildeſt enthuſiaſm, who had managed at 
this rate; and finally armed his remaining three 
hundred warriours, with the innocent weapons 0 
a trumpet and lantetn. But Gideon knew the 
work that was before him---he knew the battle 
was the Lords---that this numerous hoſt had unite 
ed their ſtrength againſt Iſrael's God, and that in- 
B nocent 
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noeent as his weapons were, and ſmall as his army 
was, they ſhould yet be troden down, Did the 
Canaanites proſper when they marched againſt II- 
rael with their iron chariots and formidable hoſt 
arrayed for battle? Surely no. But why? It ap- 
pears they had little, in the view of reaſon, to fear: 
tor, ſays the ſong, their was neither ſhield, or ſpear, 
among forty thouſand in Iſrael, Yet victory turn- 
ed upon the fide of the defenceleſs, and their harps 
are tuned to this triumphant ſong :--- Awake, a- 
wake, Deborah : awake, awake, utier a ſong : ariſe 
Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou ſon of A- 
. binobam--. O my ſoul thou baſt troden down ftrength.--- 
This has, and ever will be, the fate of all that 
ſtrengthen themſelves againſt God, 


III. I come to obſerve, that ſuch victories are 
matter of joy to every friend of Zion. This is the 
ſpirit of the text: the words expreſs a rapture of 
joy; a grateful exerciſe of heart raiſed to the 
higheſt key. The propheteſs by an apoftrophe 
very beautifully addrefles herſelt-.-O my ſou! thou 
baft troden down ſtrength. She has no idea, by this 
addreſs, of arrogating the power to herſelf ; but 
in this way ſtirs vp her ſoul to glory in the Lord, 
who had heard her prayer, and given her a trium- 
phant victory, over a proud and powerful enemy. 
---But let us in a few obſervations attend to the 
nature of the joy here required, | 


Firſtly, We are not to rejoice at the pain, loſs, 
diſappointment and deſtruction of another, ſimply 
conſidered; this would be ſavage, it would diſcov- 


1 | 


er delight in miſery, which is more than ſavage, it 
is infernal. Nor, 


_ Secondly, Are we to rejoice merely becauſe we 
are like to ſhare the benefit of ſuch a victory : for 
this would be altogether ſelfiſh ; the Chriſtian acts 
upon a nobler ſcale, his joy is diſintereſted and 
benevolent. But, 


Thirdly. The call for joy in ſuch a victory is 


that juſtice is done---the oppreſſor puniſhed and 


the oppreſſed ſet at liberty. the diſplay of juſtice, 
is always matter of joy, It is even fo, when one 
that is a nuiſance to the world is executed by the 
hand of civil authority : though we are pained at 
his folly and lament over ſuch a ſpectacle of human 
depfravity; yet we rejoicethat we are under a govern- 
ment, and laws, that will not ſuffer ſuch offenders 
to go unpuniſhed. 


Again, Such victories are matter of joy, for 
this reaſon, that the natural and religious liberties 
of mankind are hereby vindicated. Theſe are ſo 
exceedingly intereſting, that what is the world, 
yea, what is life without them ? Whenever God's 
people have emerged from a ſtate of ſlavery ; how 
ready has the ſpirit of God been to indite for 
them, a ſong of praiſe to the glorious author ? For 
this, Moſes and Mariam, upon the banks ot the 
red ſea, triumphed in their ſong, over the horſe 
and his rider. They had now eſcaped the houſe 
of bondage, and God had drowned their enemies 
before their eyes; from the vileſt ſlavery, they 


were put in the full poſſeſſion of civil and religious 


lib- 
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liberty. And their mouths are filled with praiſe 
to the bountiful giver, For this, Deborah and 
Barak, ſo melodiouſly ſung, in the text and con- 
text; freedom and liberty ro Iſrael was their theme, 
and Jehovah was the object of their praiſe. 


Another reaſon why ſuch victories are matter of 
Joy, is that God in them gets great glory to him- 
ſelf. This is ground for the moſt rational and 
fublime joy. It was the theme of thoſe exalted 
ſpirits, that ſaluted our world, with the news of a 
Saviours birth: Glory. o God in ihe  bigbeftl. It is 
the ſubject matter of their ſong in heaven; Thow p 

art wworiby O Lord to receive glory and honour and 
| pewer, When events are brought about, in the 
ordinary courſe of nature, the world is apt to be 
regardleſs of a ſuperintending providence; and na- 
ture, without the God of nature, is the idol they 
| worſhip. But when God, in his providence, ſteps 
| out of this common track, his hand is more eaſily 
ſeen and readily acknowledged, even by the world, 
| God often, in this way, breaks the chain of Deiſti- 
| cal re::ſoning; confounds the bold Atheiſt, and 
gets to kimſelf glory, even from ſuch enemies as 
theſe. Thus when he divided the waters at the 
Red Sea and at Jordan.--when he leveled the,walls 
| at Jericho---{mote the Midianites before Gideon. 
| the Canaanites before Barak - gave the law at 
mount Sinai---clave the earth aſunder and ſwal- 


lowed up Korah and his company: in theſe 
events Jehovah exalted himſelf above all the hea- 
then deities. The end of all, as the prophets re- 

peatedly inform us, was this, Ad ye ſpall know * 


* 
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Tam the Lord. When therefore ſuch meaſures are 
taken, in the courſe of divine providence, as will 
bet convey the knowledge, and forceably con- 
ſtrain the world to the acknowledgement of the 
true God; it adminifters a joy which the Chriſ- 
tian very ſenſibly feels. Nothing affords him ſuch 
pleaſure zs this, let the glory be thine is the high- 
eſt wiſh of his foul. 


Having ſpoken to each particular as was pro- 
oſed, I ſhall now attempt an improvement, ſuita- 
ble to the preſent occaſion, 


IMPROVEMENT, 


" Through the ſignal interpoſitions of heaven, we 
behold, my hearers,the long wiſhed for period of 
Ainerican peace, This is the day we have often 
anticipated with peculiar delight, while ſtrugglin 
with the pains of an eight years bloody war. I 
is a day long to be remembered ; the jubilee of 
our land: American annals ſhall preſerve it ſas 
cred and unborn ages will read it with, pleaſure, 
It is ſuch a day as we never before ſaw. We have 
often met 1a this houſe, to ſolemnize a thankſgiv- 
ing to that God, who crowns the yeat with his 
goodneſs; but the authority that called us, look- 
ed up to the throne of Great. Britain, for permiſſion 
to enter upon the ſacred employ, When driven 
from all affinity to our parent. country, by the 
hand of cruel tyranny ; we were neceſſitated to 
conſider and declare ourſelves independent. And 
in the cloſe of every year, during the bloofy ſcene, 


we have found at the foot of ihe account ſalva- 
tions 


1 

tions enough, to employ our hearts and tongues 
in praiſe to God. And it is true that we have 
done it, by authority derived from within ourſelves: 
but it was a trembling joy that we exerciſed; it 
was not the joy of him that has put off the harneſs. 
The important affair was yet doubtful; the bal- 
ance was yet poized in the divine hand, and which 
ſcale would preponderate was to us dark uncer- 
tainty. But the cloud is diſpeled, and we this day 
behold the peace, freedom and independence'of 
our country.---But can it be? Is it not rather a 
flight of fancy ? A pleaſing dream, or like a viſion 
of the night? It is not imaginary---it is reality !--- 
America is free /--. This day is my witneſs, For 
the authority that has now called us to the altar 
with our offering, is acknowledged by Great-Brit- 
ain to be lawful and independent. Surely this 1s 
a memorable period, in the life of us all. For a 
new world has ſtarted into exiſtance ; the day is 
new---the circumſtances are new; and to have 
beauty and conſiſtancy grace the whole, new hearts 
and affe&ions, become us on the occaſion. 


But in the diſcharge of our preſent duty, we 
are called upon to look back upon the ſubject. 
And what is an application to this, but an appli- 
cation to our preſent circumſtances as 2 people. 
Does God, in the courſe of his providence, often 
. ſuffer earthly power, ſo far to ſucceed in uniting 
againſt him, that they become ſtrong ? Of this, 
Great-Britain has been a ſtriking example. To 
what a ſummit of power and pride had ſhe exalted 
herſelf before the late war? By land her armies 

were 


1 


were accuſtomed to victory: and her flag has 
rode triumphant upon the ſea; yea, ſhe has long 


been the dread of nations, She hath ſaid in her. 
heart, I fit a queen and am no widow and ſball ſee 10 


ſorrow, 


Actuated by this ſpirit of pride, ſhe hath united 


her ſtrength againſt God: for ſhe hath riſen up 
againſt juſtice ;z and againſt the rights and liberties 
of mankind, to rivet the chains of ſlavery upon 
her own children, This proves the war, which 
Britain has waged with America, to be againſt 
God; for he is a God of juſtice, the God that has 
chartered equal and indiſcriminate liberty to the 
whole of the human race, And what had we but 
this, viz. the juſtice of our eauſe, and an unſhaken 
confidence that it was hence the cauſe of God; to 
animate us to the encounter? For it might be ſaid 
of us as of Iſrael in the context; Was their a ſbield 
or ſpear among forly thouſand in I1/ſrae!? Without 
arms---ammunition---and all warlike apparatus, 
taking the field, we committed the cauſe to heayen, 
at which bar the fate of war, and nations is 
decided. The enemy, knowing our weakneſs, 
diſdained the reſiſtance we made as chimerical ; 
like the Egyptians they ſaid, I will purſue, I will 
overtake, Iwill divide the ſpoil: my luſt Mall be ſalis- 
fied upon them, I will draw my ſword my hand hall 
deftroy them, But a diſpiſed enemy is always dane 
gerous; it proved ſo to Pharaoh - to Goliah - 
nor is the obſervation leſs evident with reſpect 
Great. Britain. See Burgoyne with that ſpirit o. 
pride and haughtingſs, peculiar to his own nation, 


iſſving —___ 
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Mving his proclamation for all to bow in hottiagd 
before him,” See Cornwallis, marching through, 


an extepfiye territory, into the very heart of the 


country, threathing death to all that did not ly 
for ſafety to his banner: and never more forget 
this Chriſtian proverb, Paige GOES BEFORE A FALL 3 
whoever in this manner exalteth himſelf, ſhall be 
baſed, or to uſe the phraſeology in the text, he 
ſhall be ſroden down, Two whole armies, the 
pride of Britain, and the glory of Engliſh excel- 
lency, have fallen into our hands. But temem- 
ber that the advice applies here, that was given 
to Iſrael as an antidote againſt pride, when con- 
queſt ſhouid finiſh their toils of war in Canaan : 
Say not in thine beart my power and the mig bt of my 
hand bath gotten me this wealth : tor it was not for 
thy ſake O America, that God has wrought theſe 
wonders : but it was to humble the pride of Brit- 


ain--- defend the cauſe of juſt ice and liberty, and 


carry into execution the great deſigns of his provi- 
dence. But ſhould'I enter upon a derail of the 
ſpecial providences which have at laſt effected the 
Fae of our country; where wouldthegrowing 
numbers end? Surely the hand of God is to be ac- 
knowledged in that ſpirit of univerſal oppoſition 
which at firſt flaſhed like lightning through theſe. 
States. Nor leſs viſible is the hand of God in 
forming a union between ſuch a number of claus 
or tribes ſo different in their habits and manners. 
And is it not among the miſter ies of divine provi- 
dence, that our troops at fir, unaccuſtomed to 
danger, undiſciplined to war, ſhould meet with 
inttepidity Britiſh veterans in the field, and mãa- 

age 


| 1 
age the battle to ſuch advantage? Bunker. Hill, 
Bennington, Saratoga, Trenton, Princeton, Mon- 
mouth, Stony Point, Vork- Town, with many 
other places, can witneſs the martial bravery with 
which our troops have been inſpired, and led on 
to victory by the God of armies. And how ap- 
parent is the interpoſition of divine providence, 
at ſuch a criſis. of America, in raiſing up for us 
ſuch a powerful ally, and breathing into them ſuch 
a ſpirit of friendſhip and generoſity, that, both in 
expence of blood and treaſure, they have made 
our cauſe their own ? They have bravely fought 
and bravely died by our fide. But in the front 
of theſe ſignal providences I rank a Waſhington 
of bleſſed memory the favourite of heaven---the 
defender of his country---and the univerſal friend 
of human liberty. In the early ſtage of the war, 
we ſaw in him the ſmiles of heaven upon our 
cauſe: for in him were compounded the Chriſt ian, 
the Stateſman and the General, and ſuch a charac» 
ter as perhaps no nation can rival. In him, infi- 
delicy itſelf muſt acknowledge a divine hand, and 
that. like Cyrus he was raiſed up for the day in 


which he has lived, and to take the part he has 


nobly acted. Our enemies have ranſacked their, 
whole nation to find a commander of equal prow- 
eſs, and from the boaſted number of their military 


characters, they have been ſending and recalling 
General after General: But, with a fteadineſs, 
perſeverance and brayery, peculiar to himſelf, he 
has ſtood in front through the whole ſtorm, com- 
peled the enemy with ſhame to meaſure back the 
Atlantic, and leave his country in the full poſ- 
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ſean of freedom, the diſputed pearl of great 


price. When letters have been interchanged by 


the commanders how diſpaſſionate have been his 


writings ? Under the higheſt provocation, and 


ſtained his paper with 


has diſpiſed the little Kicks af revenge, and the 
moſt ſignal benevolence has crowred all his ex- 
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_ grateful, Shall theſe, my friends, ever be forgpeen 
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bleffing ; when the veneration is. carried beyond 


this boundary, it is criminal. I am content, O Waſh- 
iagton, that thy country ſhower upon thee, all 
the praiſes that can be given a creature, conſiſtent 
with the divine honour 3 with this limitation too 
much cannot be ſaid : but over this line even little 
is infinitely too much. 8 | 
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When we reflect upon the ſignal favours we 


have experienced during the late war, our own | 
weakneſs, the ſtrength of the _ enemy over whom 


we have gained a decifive victory, and the impor- 
tance of the point we have carried, both toourſelves 


and the world of mankind, who can refrain from 
_ adopting the thankful criumphant language of the 
text? O my ſoul thou haſt troden down ſtrength. But 


hark l methinks from the dead I hear a ſolemn 


- ſound, which in the midſt of out joy calls for 


Jamentation. How many zealous friends to their 


country have fallen in the conflict, and nobly died 


martyrs to liberty? How many that would have 
rejoiced to ſee the day we ſee; but ſee it not? 
They have ſhared the fate of war, paid the debt 
to nature aud their cquntry, the ſilent manſion of 


the grave is their habitation, they hear not this 
day the united plaudit of the thankful z nor are 
their ears diſturbed with the murmurs of the un- 


by vs, who reap the purchaſe of their blood? 
Forbid it humanity ; and ſhame to the unfeeling 
wretch that refuſes to drop a tear upon the urn ot 
a Warren, a Montgomery, a Wooſter, a Polaſki, 
a Mercer, and a Naſh, together with that worthy 
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train of under officers and brave ſoldiers; 


that have ſpilt their blood in the cauſe of 
liberty. Let their memory be held dear to poſ- 
terity, and the liberties of our country, the priee 
of their blood, be ever treated as ſacred, never 
parted with through indolence, nor wantonly abuſed 


to licentiouſnefs. 


It is exceedingly natural for us to imagine our 
own troubles peculiar ; however it is rare that 


there is any thing new of this kind under the ſun, 


In the context we find that Iſrael had enemies 
from within themſelves ; we read of great diviſions 
in Reuben; the controverſy run high relative to 


the expedition; Gilead through fear abode beyond 


Jordan; Dan held their ſhips in readineſs for 


flight ſhould Iſrael be overcome. And Aſher, 
| ſays the ſong, abode in their breaches, as they had 


dikes to defend them againſt the inundation of 
the water, living in a flat ſea ſhore country, they 


plead the neceſſity of repairing theſe as an excuſe, 
why they ſhould not go up to battle. And Me- 
roz, if we may judge from the heavy curſe, was 


at heart an enemy to the cauſe. Thus have we 


during the painful travail of our country had eve- 
ry ſpecies of enemies among ourſelves , the luke- 


warm, the timorous, the ſecretly defigning and the 
openly malicious; and to crown the whole an 


Arnold, who Judas like would fell his country, 


and his ſoul for ſordid pelf. Many of theſe have 
been infinitely miſchievous to us, and if we had 
fallen in the conflict, no doubt would have been 
our crueleſt enemies: but they have ſhared — 
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fate of all that ever united againſt God, they are 

troden down; this, in the view of every conſider- 

ate friend to his country, adds much to the joy 
and triumph of the day---O my ſoul thou baſt troden 
gown firength, | 2 


But from a concern I feel for my country I 
would aſk, has any thing of late taken place in 
our police, that corrodes your joy on this occaſion ? 
Are thare any preſent, who by way of complaint 
are diſpoſed to enquire, what have we gained by 
all this blood and treaſure ? Suffer me to reply to 
ſuch, that we have gained all that was contended 
for, and all that we could ratianally expect. If in 
gaining our liberty and independence, we looked 
for a paradiſe, or a total exemption from expence 
and trouble, the idea was frantic; it is what this 
world does not afford: for under all revolutions, 
however intereſting, it will till be a world of 
trouble. But if we have been contending to have 
our legiſlative and executive authority at our own 
election, and to hold the excluſive right, of put- 
ting them in, or out of power, as in our view they 
have done well or ill; then we have gained the 

int---this is ours. and this is liberty---yea, all 
the civil liberty that in the preſent ſtate of the 
world we can rationally defire. And if we admit 
the idea, that the ſupreme legiſlature of our nation, 
have been faulty in a particular inſtance, this does 
not render them independent of our election. If 
they have gone beyond their delegated power, they 
are certainly amenable, for their conduct, at the 
bar of their conſtituents. But if on the other hand 


7 
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chey have not paſſed the bounds ſet them by the 
people, and unforeſeen expence has riſen from that 
ptudential truſt, with which from neceſſity they 

were veſted: how vile is it in this oblique manner 
to caſt the blame on divine providence, and ſay 
- we have gained nathing, and that it would be as 
well to be under Britiſh government, as our own ; 
in not this, in the midſt of light and conviction, to 
tread the path of Iſrael, who murmured for the 
leeks and onions of Egypt, in contempt of the 
moſt fignal bleflings ? And can America, with 
i this: example before her eyes, act over a part that 
coſt them ſo dear ? In the view of the rational it 
muſt diſcover great” inſenſibility, to imagine that 
our evil is not richly rewatded; if liberty is an ade- 
quate compenſation, we have found our account, 
tor with this a kind providence has ctovned our 
efforts. Surely great thankfulnels is due upon 
the occaſion Praiſe ye the Lord. 


But in cloſing the ſubject, let us aſcend in our 
joy to an higher key; to a nobler elevation of 
thought, than that of earthly kingdoms and ſtates: 
let us for a moment climb the lofty theatre upon 
which God acta. We have been zealouſly engag- 
ed both England and America, each one in his own 
cauſe, when at the ſame time, we have been ex- 
ecuting the great deſigns of providence; though 
it has doubtleſs been with us, as with the Aſſyrian 
«monarch, that we meant not ſo, God has given 
* us the victory and ratified the peace and inde- 
pendence of America: but we are not to conceive 

this the ultimate object in the divine plan: ** 
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religion have in paſt ages, been traveling from 
eaſt to welt, and this continent is their laſt weſterg 
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weſtern territory, the moſt fertile part of America, 
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bes done it ig ſubſerviency to the glorious ſchem# 


of the goſpel redemption. Empire, learning and 


ſtage; the great Pacific ocean which bounds the 
weſtern. part of the continent, will bound their 


- further progreſs in this direction. Here then is 


God erecting a ſtage, on which to exhibit the great 
things of his kingdom, the ſtage is ſpacious, the 
territory extenſive, ſuch as no other part of the 
globe can equal; and here from the anal of 
reafon, and the uſual courſe of divine providence, 
we may expect God's greateſt works, And no 


doubt this intereſting revolution of American in- 


dependence, is a leading ſtep; the world is far 
adyanced in age, from prophecy it is apparent that 
the latter day glory is at no great diſtance. And 
when we coaſider above three thouſand miles of 


yet uninhabited : Can we ſuppoſe this vaſt region 
deſigned merely for beafts of prey ? Or may we 
not rather fuppoſe, this is the wilderneſs and the. 
folitary place that Hall be glad, and the deſert that 
foall bloſſom as the roſe. The world as yet has been 
thinly inhabited ; tamine, peſtilence and the ſword 
have depopulated the earth, nearly as faſt as it hag 
increaſed : but in the millennium, the Saviour ta 
whom is commited the government of the world, 


will deftroy theſe fatal evils by the breath of his 


mouth and by the brightneſs of his. coming : this 
coming of Chriſt, we are led from prophecy to 
believe, will commence when the two . thouſand 
years of the Chriſtian æra ſhall cloſe, which oY 
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be ſix thouſand from the creation. This will be 
a long and glorious reſt, from the prevalence of 
thoſe evils, under which the whole creation groqntth,- 
and iravaileth in pain zogether until now. Add to 


this, men will then live to a very great age: for 2 
thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts there ſhall yet old men and 


old women dwell in the fireets of Feruſalem and, every 
man with bis flaff in bis band for very age. Again. 


there ſhall be no more thence an infant of days nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days, &c, This will 
ſoon make the inhabitants of the earth beyond 
conception numerous, to what they have ever yet 
been: and is not this new world the opening, that 
is deſigned in providence, for the unnumbered 
2 Is this fancy? Is it mere conjecture? 
Is not the hypotheſis rational and favoured by. 
prophecy ? Now when we confider the ſalvation 
of our country, connected with this great deſign, 
as .it certainly. is, in a greater or leſs degree z 
where is the friend of Zion that can refraia from 
joy? where is the Chriſtian that can be ſilent in 
the praiſe of his maker? That on this occaſion, 


can help addrefling himſelf in the language of 


Deborah? Awake, awake, O my ſoul, awake, awake, | 
utter a ſong :---Or that does not attempt to ſtrike 
that ſublimer note of the Pſalmiſt, Praiſe ye the 
Lord. Praiſe ye the Lord from the beavens : praiſe 


bim in ibe heigihs. Praiſe ye bim all bis angels 
praiſe ye him all bis hofts, Praiſe ye him ſun and 


moon : praiſe him all ye ftars of light.” Praiſe him 
ye heaven of heavens, and ye waters that are above the 
beavens. Let every thing that kaih breath praiſe ihe 


Lord, Amen, 


